
no.c anA liable to constant ment of representatives, there are two hundred.flit fit..,. 1 I .l .IT ate and absorbing, and the others impdteni
thed by the constitution with power to defend
their rights, the mere instrument of a majority
of Congress. A surrender, on his part, of the

ier8 witn whicl1 the constitution has inves-
ted his office, would effect a practical altera-
tion of that instrument, witbnnt rpenrtintr to

would be the bank profits by its use.' It was the
interest of the favored el asses, who were enriched
by the protective tariff, to have the rates of that
protection as high as possible; for the higher those
rates, the greater would be their advantage. It
was the interest of tbe people of all those sec-

tions and localities who expected to be bene-fite- d

by expenditures for internal improvements,
that the amount collected should be as large
as possible, to the end that the sum disbursed
might also be the larger. The States being
the beneficiaries in the distribution of the land
money, had an interest in having the rates of tax
imposed by the protective tariff large enough to
yield a sufficient revenue from that source to
meet the wants of thu gf vemrcent, without dis-

turbing or taking from ihem the land fund; so
that each of tbe branches constituting the system
had a common interest in swelling the public ex-

penditures. They had a direct interest in main-

taining the public debt unpaid, and increasing its
amount, because this would produce an annual

should be concentrated in its hands. This in-

creased poWet they did not seek to obtain by
the legitimate and prescribed mode-- an amend-

ment of the constitution but by construction.
They saw governments in the old world bas-

ed upon different orders of society, and so
constituted as to throw the whole power of
nations into the hands of a few, who taxed
and controlled the many without responsibili-
ty or restraint. In that arrangement they
conceived the strength of nations in war con-

sisted. There was something fascinating in
the case, luxury, and display of the higher
orders, who drew their wealth from the toil
of the laboring millions. The authors of the
system drew their ideas of political economy
from what they had witnessed in Europe, and
particularly in Great Britain. They had view-
ed the enormous wealth concentrated in few
hands, and had seen the splendor of the over-
grown establishments of an aristocracy which
was upheld by the restrictive policy. They
forgot to look down upon the poorer classes
of the English population, upon whose daily
and yenrly labor the great establishments they
so much admired were sustained and suppor-

ted. They failed to perceive that the scantily-fe- d

and half-cla- d operatives were not only in
abject poverty, but were bound in chains of
oppressive servitude for the benefit of fa-

vored classes, who were the exclusive ob-

jects of the care of the government.
Jt was not possible to reconstruct society in tbe

United States upon the European plan. Here
there was a written constitution, by which orders
and titles were not recognized or tolerated. A sys-

tem of measures was therefore devised, calculated,
if not intended, to withdraw powGr gradually and

the respict due to j t 'cCdents ; and, as he sub-sequett- lv

declared, " the Bank of the United
Stales, though, on the original question, held
to be unconstitutional, received the Executive
signature."

It is probable that neither the bank of 1791
nor that of lgiB, would have been chartered,
but for the embarrassments of the government
in its finances, the derangement of the curren
cy and the pecuniary pressure which existed

the first the consequence of the war of the
revolution, and the second the consequence of
the war of i8i2. Both were resorted to in
the delusive hope that they wonld restore pub-
lic credit, and aftord relief to the government,
and to the business of the country.

Those of our public men who opposed the
whole American system" at its commence-
ment, and throughout its progress, foresaw and
predicted that it was fraught with incalculable
mischiefs, and must result in serious injury to
the best interests of the country. For a series

years their wise counsels were unheeded,
and the system was established. It was soon
apparent that its practical operation was une-
qual and unjust upon different portions of the
country, and Upon the people engaged in dif-
ferent pursuits. All were equally entitled to
the favor and protection of the government.
It fostered and elevated the money power, and
enriched the favored few by taxing labor, and
at the expense of the many. Its effect was to
" make the rich richer, and the poor poorer."
Its tendency was to create distinctions in soci-
ety based on wealth, and to give to the favor-
ed classes undue control and sway in our go-
vernment. It was an organized money pow-
er, which resisted the popular will, and sought
to shape and control the public policy.

Under the pernicious workings of this com-
bined system of measures, the country wit-

nessed alternate seasons of temporary appa-
rent prosperity; of sudden and disastrous com-
mercial revulsions; of unprecedented fluctua-
tion of prices, and depression of the great in-

terests of agriculture, navigation, and com

uuiij uieuoera in ine iiouse ot Kepresenta-tive- g.

Sixteen of the smaller States are represent-
ed

ior
forin that House by but fifty members; and yet

the senators from these States constitute a majori-
ty

w
of the Seoate. So ibil the President may re-

commend a measure ta Cdrtgresa, and it iliay rei
ceive the sanction and approval of ihore than
three-fourt- hs of the House of Representatives, and

all the senators from the laree States, contain.
ing more than three-fourth- s of the whole popula-
tion of the United States; and yet the measure
may be defeated by the votes of lhe senators Irom
the smaller States. XVone, it is presumed, can be by
found ready to change the organization of tbe Sen
ate on this account, or to strike that body practi
cally out of existence, by requiring that its action Insoar e confo mcd to the will of the more numer
ous branch.

Upon the same nrinrltdi. that the vto of the
President should be nractli-all- ahohshed. the
power of the Vice President to give the casting
vote upon an equal division of the Senate should
be abolished also The Vice President exercises
the veto power as effectually by rejecting n bill by
his casting vote, as the President does by refusing

approve and sign it. This power has been ex-
ercised by the Vice President in a few instances.
the most important of which was the rejection of
the bill to recharter the the bank of the United
statue m i a 1 1 r K. k. i ,

" ... " ' ui'irii mav inn uiay i
ue pu.MJu oy a mrge majority oi me nouse ol
Representatives, and may be supported by the
senators from the larger States, and the Vice Pres-
ident may reject it by giving his vote with the
senators fiom the smaller States ; acd yet none,
it is presumed, arc prepared to deny to him the
exercise of this po.ver under the constitution.

But it is, in point of fact, untrue that an act
passed by Congress is conclusive evidence that it1 by
is an f m mation of the popular will. A majority
of the whole number elected to each House of
Congress constitutes a quorum, end a majority of it
that quorum is competent to pass laws, ft might
happen that a quorum of the House of Represen-
tatives, consisting of a single member more than
half of the whole number clei ted to that House, h
might pass a bill by a majority df a single vote,
and in that case a fraction more than one-four- th

of the people of the United States would be repre- -
beincj ny uiose wno voted lor it. it micnt nap--
pen that the same bill might be passed by a ma
jority of one, of a quorum of the Senate, composed
ot senators trom the titteen smaller Mates, and a
single Senator from a sixteenth State. nd if tbe
Senators voting for it hapj ened to lie Trom the eight
of the smallest of these Slates, it would be pass-
ed by the votes of Senators from Slates having
but fourlecn representatives, in the House of
Representatives, and containing less than one-sixteen- th

of the whole population of the Un'tcd
States. This extreme case is to illustrate
the fact, that a mere passage of a bill by Congress
is no conclusive evidence that those who passed
it represent the majority of the people of the Uni-
ted Slates, or truly leflect their will. If such an
extreme case is not likely to happen, cases that ap-
proximate it arc of constant occurrence. It is d

that not a single law has been passed nce
the adoption of the constitution, upon which all
the members elected to both houses have been pre-
sent and voted. Many of the most important acts
which have passed Congress have lieen carried
by a close vote in thin houses. Many instances
of this might be given. Indeed, our experience
proves that many of the most important acts of
Congress ate postponed to the last days, and often
the last hours of a session, when thev arc dis
posed of in haste, and by houses but little exceed
ing the number necessary to form a quorum.

LJesides, in most of the States the members of
the House of Representatives are chosen by plu-
ralities, and not by a majorities of all the voters in
their respective districts; and it may happen that a
majority otthat House may be returned by a less
aggregate vote of the people than that received by
the minority.

If the principle insisted on 1. e sound, then the
Constitution should be changed that no bill shall
become a law u-J-

es it is voted for by members
representing in each House a majority of the whole
people of the United States. We must remodel
our whole system, strike down and abolish not
only the salutary checks lodged in tbe executive
branch, but must strike out and abolish those
lodged in the Senate also, and thus practically in-

vest the whole power of the government in a ma-
jority of a single assembly a majority uncon-
trolled and absolute, and which may become des-

potic. To conform to this doctiine of the right of
majorities to rule, independent of the checks and
limitations of the constitution, we must revolution-
ize our whole system. We must destroy the
constitutional compact by which the seveal States
agreed to form a federal Ui i ni, and rush into con-
solidation, which must end in monarchy or des-

potism. No one advocates such a proposition;
and yet the doctrine maintained, if carried out,
must lead to this result.

One great object of the constitution in confer-
ring upon the President a qualified negative upon
the legislation of Congress, was to protect minor-
ities from injustice and oppression by majorities
The equality of their rcpresentaiion in the Senate,
and the veto power of" the President, are tbe con-
stitutional guaranties which the smaller States
have, that their rights will be respected. Without
these guaranties, all their interests would be at
the mercy of majorities in Congress representing
the larger Stales. To the smaller and weaker
States, therefore, the preservation of this owcr,
and its exercise upon proper occasions demanding
it; is of vital importance. They ratified the con-
stitution, and entered into the Union, securing to
themselves an equal representation with the larger
States in the Senate; and they agreed to be bound
by all laws passed by Congrss upon the express
condition, and none other, that they should hi ap-
proved by the P'esident, or passed, his objections
to the contrary notwithstanding, by a vote of two- -
thirds ot both houses. Upon this condition they
have a right to insist, as a part of the compact to
which they gave their assent.

A bill might be passed by Congress against the
will of the whele people of a particular State, and
against the votes of iu Senators and all its repre-rentaiiv- cs.

However prejudicial it might be to
the interest of such State, it would be bound by it
if the President shall approve it, or it should 1

passed by a vote of two-thir- ds of both bouses; but
it has a right to demand that the President shall
evercise his constitutional power, and arrest it, if
bis judgment bt against. If be surrender this
power, or fail to exercise it in a case where he
cannot approve, it would mike his formal appro-
val a mere mockery, and would be itself a viola-
tion of the constitution, and the d'sscuting State
would become bound by law which had not 'wen
passed according to the sanctions of the constitu-
tion.

The objection to the exercise of the tco pow-
er is founded upon an idea respecting the popular
will, which, if carried out. would annihilate State
sovereignty, and substitute for the present federal
govcrnmenl a consolidation, directed by a sup-
posed numerical majority. A revolution of the
government would be silently effected, and the
States would be subjected to laws to which they
had never given their con?iitutional conserrU

The Supreme Court of the United States is in-

vested with the pewer to declare, and has declar
ed, acts of Congress passed with the concurrence
of the Senite, the House of Representatives, and
the approval otitic President, to be unconstution
al and void; and yet none, it is presumed, enn be
found, who will be disposed to strip this highest
judicial tribunal under the const itutio.i of this ar
knowledged power a power necessary alike to its
independence and the rights of individuals.

For the same reason that the Executive
veto should, according to the doctrine main-

tained, be rendered nugatory, and be practi-
cally expunged from the constitution, this
power of the court should also be rendered
nugatory and be expunged, because it res-

trains the legislative and executive will, and
becausp.the exercise of such a power by the
court may be regarded as being in eonfiict
with the capacity of the people to govern
themselves. Indeed, there is more reason
for striking this power of the court from the
constitution than there is that of the qualified
.'rttrt rtf tl r Tl.ac.Mlnt rlnnvdt 4 1 1 - A ar I 2! 1 rY iH

the court is final, and can never be reversed,
even though bolh Houses df Congress and
the President should be unanimous in oppo-
sition to it: whereas the veto of" the President
mav be overruled bv a vote of two-thir- ds of
both Houses of Congress, or by tne people
at the polls.

It is obvious that to preserve the system
established bv the constitution , each of the
co-ordin- branches of the government
the executive, legislative, and judicial --must
be left in the exercise of its appropriate pow-

ers. If the executive or the imJicial branch
be denrived ofnowers conferred upon either
as checks on the legislative, the preporidg
rance'of the latter will become disproportion

the accomplishment of the great objeCs
which thef iverfe established; Organized

mey are by the constitution, they work
together harmoniously- - for the public? cootf-I-

the executive and the. judiciary shall bo
deprived of the constitutional, ptrwefs Invest

m and thfei ate prr6p6rtionsi
uuuiunuiu oi me svstefn mnst be des

troyed, and consolidation; fcith the most ;

pernicious results-- must ensiiea oonsolida
tion of unchecked, ajfspjbtic powef exercised

majorities of the" legislative branch- -
"?

The executive, legislative. and judicial, eath ron- -'sutute a separate co-ordi- department of thegovernment; and each is independent ot ttiC olheis.the pcTformonce of their respective duties on."der the wnst'tution, neither can, in its legiUmatg
action, control tne otners- - l hey each act upon
their several responsibilities in'theit respective
sphcies; but if the doctrines now maintained be
orrect, tbe executive must become practically
subordinate to the legislative, and the Judiciary
must become subordinate to both the legislative'
and executive; and thus the whole power of the
government would be merged in a single depart-
ment. Whenever, if ever, this shall occur, our
glorious system of well-regulat-

will crumble into ruins to be succeeded, first by
anarchy, ,and finally by monarchy

i i ior , despotism;
.

am tar Irom believing that tbls doctrine is the
sentiment of AmetirSn be6nle. and dunn? the
short period which remains in w hich it will be my
duty to administer tha executive department, it
will be my aim to maintain iu independence, and
discharge its duties, without infringing upon the
powers or duties of either of the other depart
thents of government.

J'he powcf of the executive veto was exercised!
tbe first and most illustrious of my predecr

sors, ahd by four of his successors who preceded
me in the administration of the government, h3j

is believed, in no instance prejudicially to the
public interests. It has never been, end there is
but little danger that it ever can be abused. No
President will ever dcsire4 unnecessarily, to place

opinion in opposition to mat oi congress.
He must always exercise the power reluctantly.
and only in Cases where his convictions make it 4
matter of stern duty, which cannot escape. In
deed, there is more danger that the President,
from the repugnance he must always feel to come
in collision with Congress, may fail to exercise' it
in cases whrre the preservation of the constitution
from infraction, or the public good, may demand
it, than that he Will ever exercise it unnecessarily
or wantonly.

During the period I have administered the ex-
ecutive department of the goverment, great and
important questions of public policy, foreign and
domestic, have arisen, upon which it was my duty
to act. It may indeed be truly said that my admin-
istration has fallen upon eventful times: I have'
felt most sensibly the weight of the high respon-
sibilities devolved upon me. With no ether ol- -'

ject than the public good, the enduring fame, and
permanent prosperity of my country, I have pur-
sued the convictions of my own best judgment.
The impartial arbitrament of enlightened public
opinion, present and future, will determine how'
far tbe public policy I have maintained, and the
measures I have from time to time recommended,-ma- y

have tended to advance or retard the public
prosperity at home, and to elevate or depress the"
estimate of our national character abroad.

Invoking the blessings of the Almighty oport
your deliberations at your present important aes
sion, my ardent hope is, that in a spirit of harmo-- "
ny and concord, you may b guided to wise re-

sults, and such as may tedound te the hapiness,-th-e

honor, aod the glory of our beloved country
JAMES K. POLK.

Washington, December 5, 1848.

WILMINGTON JOURNAL,
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Friday, December 8, 14.
EQ The length of the President's Message excludes

several articles ami advertisements prepared fof'tbis
week's paper. They shall appear in our next.

NORTH CAROLINA LEGISLATURE.
Anticipating the receipt of the President's

message in time for this paper, we shall net

under the necessity of omitting a synopsis o

the proceedings of crur Legislature,- - farther
than to notice the most important matters that
have transpired since Our last. After this
weelrwe' intend to' give a more full account 6f
its proceedings.- -

From all appearances the session is lively

to be a protracted, and, we apprehend an ex- -

citing one.
The ejection of Attorney General came off

on Friday last, when B. F. Moore, Esq , (fed.)
the appointee of the Governor, received 89
votes, and D. K. McRae, (dem.) 84 votes, be-- f

ing one majority for Mr. Moore.
No time is yet fixed for the' election of U

S. Senator, to fiJI the place of Mr; Badger;
Both Houses agreed to vote bit Monday fof

a Judge of the Supreme Court, to fill the 5eat
vacated by the death of Judge Daniel. Jtidge
Battle now holds the appointment, hjr gift o(
the Governor, and will, as a matter of course,
be a candidate before the Legislature foi the'
same seat.

P. S. We have received Raleigh papers1
with dates up to the oth inst., from which wtf
learn that there has been nr choice of Su-

preme or Superior Court Judges'.

NAVAI. STORNS Turpentine has varied somewhat!
in prices since our hist rC port. About '2500 bbls Tur-
pentine have been disposed of during the week prices
closing at 82 30 for solt, und 61 40 tor hard. Tar Last
suksatg) 25. Spirits T6i pentrn Last sales 28 eta.

In this town, on Thursday evening the Srth?
ult., by the Rev. Mr.&tedman, Mf. Henry S. KeU
ly, to Miss arah M. Peck, daugeter of Uapt. T.--

F. Peek.
In Sampson county, on the 14th ult, Mr. Wil-- .

lim H. Herring, to Miss Caroline, daughter of
Wa Friar, Esq.

In Philadelphia, on tfce 28th &t by the Rev.-Dr- .

Stephens, Dr. J. L. Meares of this place, to'
Miss E. E. Fotterall.

Grat Bargains in 3ry rt?od&

CHEAP CASH STORE.
On Front Street, next ducrr to Hart A Polly's.
NORTH EUN Brown HormecpOT, at 5, , irt 7 tentt

The U.,ld Medal style at ScCiit.
Mae Homespun at 10 centr.
bleached Homespun, at 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 and 12$ cents-y- ard

wide,
Muslin de Lanes nd Cashmeres, 12J, 16, afid 25 cts.,

to$l 25.
Aipri;a from I2i cents to t 25.
17S7 pieces Culico-- s; from 4 to CO c6nts per yard.

Idle Black Silk Vizltes and AIhtl!las.
iiit received bv the L. P. Smith, and nrices reduced.'
People from the country are politely invited to' look al
this stock before making their purchases'.

iec, 1513 i tj Ki. ir. Lirrni.
"turpentine distillers.
THE suhscrttef wishes to hire out, fof the en- -

- - i . . i .

suinjr year, four or hve negroes, wno nave oecu
engaged for a number of years, in Ji'stilrfng Tur
pentine. They are all corwpeieni aisiiners.

It. C. FREEMAN.
Washington, N. C, Dec 8, 184f t--

3t

Uommetcial copy 3 tirftrt.-

FfftJlT TREES.
THE subscriber has a large Number ofPeachV.

Appte, Apricot, Nectarine, and Pram Trees, of
choice kinds, wKich he will sell on Reasonable
terms. He will be in Wilmington. neit week.

Dec8,1818-13-- U T. H. FENTRESS.

Office Wilmington & Manchester R.R'Co-- ?

November 22df, IS43. J
A RESOLUTiCTN erf the Board of .J0?

of the Wilmington and Manchester
dated 2d Adgtfst, iMf

Secret, .nd Treasurer of 1 CmP?nJ
coW the fhst install tile 15th of Notem- -
of Stock to the Comply i

Iaordanee with the above resolution. I wili

attend at Wilmingtort ort the Uth uf Decmber
next,- - at which titie Stockholders are requited let

rail and pay me. The instalment is $5 per share
JOHN M. TIMM0N3, ScL Tieiti:

t?cc a, 1818

i the treasury.
Sp lunger of in the naval service aB-- j

by law durin tIie war' has been re
tll0nf b v discharges below the maximum fixed

I neace establishment. Adequate squad-fr- t
re'm?intained in the several quarters of

rnS
lobe where experience has shown their

t')e ? my be most usefully employed ; and
serVivaI service was never in a condition of
tlie.na a: inline or ereater efficiency.
li'Sr Mention In the recommendation of

nrllr ri L i

LctvWJ of the Navy on the subject of
te ' . nms The reduction of the cotds
(lie rfar' . .l. xvrtr required that four offi- -Hit 11p in
al

,f

e

each of the three lower grades should
nnPU in."" - -

ue
, . p .election ; and those designated were

lT)3ut; 'I., ,r,,.micttPl hut vritVirmt nnv nllpfrprl

;Pf' I concur in opinion with the Secretary,
, .'

the service would be improved by redu-th- e

number of landsmen, and increasing
'

'marines. Such a measure would justify
nf the number of officers to the ex- -

t of the reduction by dismissal, and still the
!p 'would have 'fewer officers than acorres- -

pond'in number of men in the army.
77,e "contracts for the'transportation of the

nail in steamships convertible into war-steam- -

nrnmise to realize all the benefits to our
oninerce and to the navy which were antici
..uA The first steamer thus secured to the

jovcrnment was launched in January. 1817.
Tjiere are now seven, ihuiwhici jem
will, probably, be not less than seventeen t.

While this great national advantage

is secured, our social and commercial inter-

course is increased und promoted with Gf-inan-
y,

Great Britain, and other parts of hu- -

with all the countries on the wesi worop

oi
.c r.nr ".nntinent. pcnia k U llh UT('2r,n.

and,
California, and between the northern ana
southern sections of the United States. Cons-

iderable revenue my be expected from pos-- ..

jUt the connected line from New York
!'or('j'afrre5 and thenco across the isthmus to
Oregon" cannot fail to exert a beneficial influ-

ence, not now to be estimated, on the interest
of the manufactures, commerce, navigation,
siil currency of the U. Slate3. As an impor- -

tint part dt tiie system, l recommenaeo 10

favorable consideration me esiaoiisnmeniyour
. i - r . l.. IV!

r .i .(,nnii-- Mr ui bieamers ueiwven in.
Orlear.s era rl)Z II Pmises the most
hai'py results in cementing friendship between
the two republics, and in extending reciprocal
benffits to the traae anu manniaciures oi oowi.

The f?nn f ''ie Post-mast- er General will
rnaKv kn"wn ,0 y011 l'ie operations of that de-

partment for the past year.
It js gratifying to find the levenues of the de-pnrt-

nt.(n rider the rates of postage now establ-

ished by iaw, so rapidly increasing. The gross
amount of postage during the last fiscal year
amounted to four million three hundred and
seventy-on- e thousand and seventy-seve- n dol-;lr- s.

exa piling the annual average-receive-

i,t the nine years immediately preceding the
i I ijage oi inn ci oi me oi iviarcn,

t,v Uip sum ot six thous. iiul tour liuudred and
(ifiy-ttire- e dollars, and pxceedinu the amount
revived lor the year ending the 30ih of fune,
BIT, by the sum of four hundred and twenty-fiv- e

thousand one hundred and eighty-fou- r dol-

lars.
The expenditures for the year, excluding the

uim of $94,612, allowed by Congress at its

last session io individual claimants, and
sum of S100.500 paid for the ser-

vices of the line of steamers between Drernen

am .V. Vork, amounted to $4,193,845, which
is Ipss than the annual average for the nine
yeais previous to the act of 1845, by $300,7 18.

The mail routes, on the thirtieth day of
June. la1, were one hundred and sixty three
iho'vanl two hundred and eight miles in ex-H- i;

beins an increase during the last year
of nine thousand three hundred and ninety
miles. The mails were transported over them,
(imiiiI the same time, forty-on- e million twelve
thousand five bundled and seventy-nin- e miles:
niakiii an increase of transportation for the
year of two million one hundred and twenty-fou- r

thousand six hundred and eighty miles,
wlii'ht the expense was less than that of the
previous year by four thousand two hundred
and tliutv-ii'-- e .lobars.

i The increase in the mai transportation with- -

in the last three years has been five million
; three hundred and seventy-eigh- t thousand

three hundred and ten miles, whilst the ex- -

peases were reduced four hundred and fifty-si- x

I thousand seven hundred and thirty-eigh- t dol- -

lavs making an increase of service at the rate
i of fifteen per cent , and a reduction in the ex-- i

senses of more than fifteen per cent.
; During the past year there have been em-- i

p'oyed, under contracts with the Post Office
i Department, two ocean steamers in conveying
t the mails monthly between New York and

Ilrcmen, and one, since October last, performi-
ng semi-monthl- y service between Charleston
and Havana ; and a contract has been made
for tbe transportation of the Pacific mails a-cr-

the isthmus from Chngres to Panama.
I nderthe authority given to the Secretarv

oi tne Aavy, three ocean steamers hare been
; constructed and sent to the Pacific, and are ex- -

pected to enter upon the mail service between
; Panama and Oregon, and the intermediate ports,

in the first of January next, and a fourth has
i Wen engaged by him for the service between

Havana and Chagres ; so that a regular month- -

, ly mail line will be kept up after that timebe- -

4
tween the United States and our territories on
the Pacific.

s

Notwithstanding this crcat increase in the
nun service, should the revenue continue to
'"crtase the year as it did in the last,
mere will be received near four hundred and
htty thousand dollars more than the expendi- -

' tures.
' These considerations have satisfied the

Postmaster General that, with certain modi-
fications of the act of 1845, the revenue may

s
be still further increased, and a reduction of
PsJa?es made to a uniform rate of five cents,

an interference with the principle,
which has been constantly and properly cn-lorc- d,

of making that department sustain it-
self.

A well-digeste-
d cheap postaee system is the

best means of dUYusiug intelligence among the
1'cwjhc, ami is in so mucii importance in a
country so extensive as that of the United
Mates, that I recommend to vour favorable
consideration the suggestions of the Postmas-- ,
ter General or its improvement.

Nothing can retard the onward progress of
out country, and prevent us from assuming

i jnd maintaining ihe first rank among nations,
a disregard of the experience of the past,

I and a recurrence to an unwise public policy.
!

N
!UVe Just closed a foreign war by an hon- -

orable peace a war rendered necessary and
".'Jiouub!e in vindication of the national
r's"ms and houor. The present condition of
le country is similar in some respects to that
which existed immediately after the close of
me war with Great Britain in 1815, and the
occasion is deemed to be a proper one to take
a retrospect of the measures of public policy
which followed that war. There was at that
period of our history a departure from our
elef KVlfcy The enlargement of the pow-ww- V

ral government by construction,u.
iui

i :e4' wa3 t warranted by any

ears SrT'r f lhe constitution. A few
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J ill ar, more power

lhe prescribed process of amendment
lim ine motives or considerations which

may induce Congress to pass any bill, the
President can Lave nothing to do. Ho must of
presume then to be as pure as his own and
look only to the practical effect of their meas-
ures when compared with the constitution n- -
the public good.

But it has been urged by those who obiect
to the exercise of this undoubted constitution
al power, that it assails the representative
principle and the capacity of the people to
govern themselves, that there is greater safe-
ty in a numerous representative body than in
the single Executive created by the constitu-
tion, and that the executive veto is a "one
man power," despotic in its character. To
expose the fallacy of this objection, it is only
necessary to consider the frame and true char-
acter of our system. Ours is not a consolida-
ted

to
empire, but a confederated Union. The

States, before the adoption of the constitution,
were co-equ- and separate in-

dependent sovereignties, and by its adoption .
they did not lose that character. They cloth-
ed the federal government with certain pow-
ers, and reserved all others, including their
own sovereignty, to themselves. They guar-
ded their own rights as States, and the rights
of the people, by the very limitations which
they incorporated into the federal constitution,
whereby the different departments of the gen-
eral government were checks upon each oth- -

ci. .mai me majority snonia govern, is a
general principle, controverted by none; but
tney must govern according tc the constitution
anu not according to an undehned and unre
strained discretion, whereby they may oppress
tne minority.

The people of the U. Slates are not blind to the
fact that they may be temporarily misled, and that
their representatives, legislative and executive,
nvay be mistaken or influenced in their action by
improper motives. They have therefore interposed
between themselves and the laws which may be
passed by their public agents, various representa-
tions, such as assemblies, senates, and governors
in their several Stales; a House of Representa-
tives, a Senate, and a President of the United
States. Tbe people can by their own direct agen-
cy make no law; nor can the House of Represed-t3tivc- s

immediately elected by them; nor can the
Senate; nor can both together, without the con-
currence of the President, or a vote of two-third- s

of both houses.
Happily for themselves, the people, in framing

our admirable system of govenment, were con-scio- n,

of the infirmities of their representatives; &.
in delegating to them the power of legislation.
they have fenced them around with checks, to
guard against the effects of hasty action, of error,
of combination, and of possible corruption.
Error, selfishness, and faction have often sought
to rend asunder this web of checks, and subject
the government to the control of fanatic and sin
ister influences; but these efforts have only satis- -
tne people ot the wisdom of the checks which
they have imposed, and of the necessity of pre-
serving them unimpaired.

i he true theory of our system is not to govern
by the acts or decrees: of any one set of represen-
tatives. The constitution interposes checks upon
all branches of the government, in order to give
time for error to be correected. and delusion to
pass away; but if the pecple settle down into a
firm conviction different from that of their repre
sentatives, they give effect to their opinions by
changing their public servants. The checks
which the people imposed on their public servants
in the adoption of the constitution, are the best
evidence of their capacity for
They know that the men whom they elect to pub
lic siations are ot UKe intirmilies and pasnons
with themselves, and not to be trusted without
being restricted bv authorities and
constitutional limitations. Who that has wit-
nessed the legislation of Congress for the last
thirty years will say that he knows of no instance
in which measures not demanded by the public
good, have been carriedl Who will deny that
in the State governments, by combinations of in-

dividuals and sections, in derogation of the ccn- -
eral interest, batiks have been chartered, systems
ot internal improvement adopted, and debts entail
ed upon the people, repressing their growth, and
impairing their energies for years to come?

Alter so much experience, it cannot be said
that absolute unchecked power is safe in the hands
ot any one set of representatives, or that the capaci-
ty of the people for which is ad
mitted in its broadest extent, is a conclusive argu-
ment to prove the prudence, wisdom, and integrity
of their representatives.

The people, by the constitution, have command-
ed the President, as much as they have command-
ed the legislative branch of the government, to
execute their will. They have said to him in the
constitution, which they require he shall take a
solemn oath to support, that if Congress pass any
bH which he cannot approve, "he shall return it
to the House in which it originated, with his ob-

jections." In withholding from it his approval
and signature, he is executing the will of the pea-pi- e

constitutionally expressed, as much as the Con-
gress that pas-e- d it. No bill is presumed to be in
accordance with the popular will until it shall
have passed through all the branches of the gov-

ernment required by the constitution to make it a
law. A bill which passes the House of Repre-
sentatives may be rejected by the Senate; and so
a bill passed by the Senate may be rejected by the
House. In each case the respective houses exer-
cise the veto power on the other.

Congress, and each House of Congress, hold
under the constitution a check upon the President,
and he, by the power of the qualified veto, a check
upon Congress. When the President recom-

mends measures to Congress, he avows, in the
most solemn form, his opinions, gives his voice
in their favor, and pledges himself in advance to
approve them if passed by Congress. If he acts
without due consideration, or Ivs been influenced
by improper or corrupt motives or if from any
other cause Congress, or either house of Congress,
shall differ with him in opinion, they exercise
their veto upon his recommendations, and reject
them; and there is no appeal from their decision,
but to the people at the ballot-bo- x. These are

proper checks upon the Executive, wisely inter-

posed by the constitution. None will be found

to object to them, or to wish them removed. It is
equally important that the constitutional checks
of the Executive upon the legislative branch
should be preserved.

If it be said that the representatives in the pop-

ular branch of Congress are chosen directly by
the people, it is answered, the people elect the
President. If both houses represent the States
and the people, so does the President. The Pres-

ident reprcsen s in the executive department the
whole people of the United States, as each mem- -

ber of the legislative department represents por-

tions of them.
The doctrine of restriction upon legislative and

executive power, whille a well-settl- ed public
opinion is enabled within a reasonable time to ac-

complish ils ends, has made our country what it
is, and has opened to us a carreer of glory and
happiness to which all other nations have been
strangers.

In the exercise of the power of the veto, the
President is responsible not only to an enlighten-
ed public opinion, but to tbe people of the whole
Union, who elected him, as the representatives in
the legislative branches, who differ with him in
opinion, are responsible to the people of particular
States, or districts, who compose their respective
constituences. To deny to the President the ex-

ercise of this power, would be to repeal that pro-
vision of the constitution which confers it upon
him. To charge that its exercise unduly controls
the legislative will, is to complain of tbe constitu-
tion itself.

If the presidential veto be objected to upon the
ground that it checks and thwarts the public win,
upoa the same principles the equality of represen-
tation of the States in the Senate should be strick-

en out of the constitution. The vote of a senator
from Delaware has equal weight in deciding upon
the most important measures with iha vote of a
senator from New York; and yet the one repre-

sents a State containing, according to the existing
apportionment of representatives in the House of
Representatives, but one thirty-font- h part of the
population of the other. By the: constitutional
composition of the Senate, a majority of that body
from the smaller States represent less thin one-four- th

of the people of tbe Union. There are
thirl States and, undet the existinj appoition- -

increased drain upon the treasury, to the amount t

oi Ihe interest, and render augmented taxes ne-

cessary. The operation ind necessary tiffect of
the whole system were, to encourage large and
xtravagant expenditures, and thereby to increase

the public patronage, and mcintaih a rich and
splendid government at the expense of a taxed
and impoverished people.

It is manifest that this scheme of enlarged tax.ition
and expenditures, had it continued to prevail, must
soon have conveitcd the government of the Union, in-

tended bv its framers to be a plain, cheap, and simple
confederation of States, united together for cotmiion
protection, and charged with a few ppecific duties, rela-
ting chiefly to our foreign aft'airs, into a consolidated
empire, depriving tne Mates of their reserved rights,
and the people of their just power and control in the ad-
ministration of their government. In this manner the
whole form and character of the government would be
changed, not by an amendment of the constitution, but
by resorting to an unwarrantable and unauthorized con-
struction of that instrument.

The indirect mode of levying the taxes by a duty on
imports, prevents the mass of the people from readily
perceiving the amount they pay, and has enabled the
few, who are thus enriched, and who seek to wield the
political power of the country, to deceive and delude
them. Were the taxes collected by a di vet levy upon
the people, as is the case in the States, this could not
oc.Mir.

The whole system was resisted from ils inception by
many of our ablest statesmen, seme of whom doubted
its constitutionality and its expediency, while ethers be-
lieved it was, in all its blanches, a flagrant and dange-
rous infraction of the constitution.

That a national bank, a protective tariff, levied
not to raise the revenue needed, but for protection
merely, internal improvements, and the distribu-
tion of the proceeds of the sale of the public lands,
are measures without the warrant of tbe constitu-
tion, would, upon the maturest consideration
seem to be clear. It is remarkable that no one of
these measures, involving such momentous conse
quences, is authorized by any express grant of
power in the constitution. IS'o one of them is "in-
cident to, as being necessary and proper for the
execution of, the specific powers" granted by the
constitution. The author. ly under which it has
been attempted to justify each of them is deiived
from inferences and constructions of the constitu-
tion which its letter and its whole object and de-

sign do not warrant. Is it to be conceived that
such immense powers would have been left by the
framers of the constitution to mere inferences and
doubtful constructions Had it been intended to
confer them on the federal government, it is but
reasonable to conclude that it would have been
dune by plain and unequivocal grants. This was
not done but the whole structure of which the
"American system" consisted, was reared on no
other or better foundation than forced implications
and inferences of power which its authors assumed
might te deduced by construction from the con-
stitution.

But it has been urged that the national bank,
which constituted so essential a branch of this
cornhincd system ot measures, was not new
measure, and that its constitutionality had been
previously sanctioned, because a bank had been
chartered in 1791, and had received the official
signature of President Washington. A few facts
will show the just weight to which this precedent
should be entitled as bearing upon the question of
the constitutionality.

Groat division of opinion upon tbe subject ex-

isted in Congress. It is weU known that Prcsi-side- nt

Washington enlertained serious doubts
both as to the constitutionality and expediency of
the measure; and while the bill was before him
for his official approval or disapproval, so great
were these doubts, that he required "the opinion
in writing" of the members of his cabinet to aid
him in arriving at a decision. His cabinet gave
their opinion, and were divided upon the subject
General Hamilton being in favor of, and Mr. Jef-
ferson and Mr. Randolph being opposed to the
constitutionality and expediency of tbe bank. It
is well known, also, that President Washington
retained the bill from Monday, the fourteenth,
when it was presented to him, until Friday, the
twenty-fift- h of February being the last moment
permitted him by the constitution to deliberate,
when he finally yielded to it his reluctant assent,
and gave it his signature. It is certain that as late
as the twenty-thir- d of February being the ninth
day after the bill was presented to him he had
arrived at no satisfactory conclusion; for on that
day he addressed a note to General Hamilton, in
which he informs him that "this bill was presen-

ted to me by the joint committee of Congress at
12 oclock on raonday, the fourteenth instant; and
he requested bis opinion "to what precise period,
by legal interpretation of the constitution, can the
President retain it in his possession, before it be- -

comes a law by tne lapse oi ten cays, If the
proper construction was, that the day on which
the bill was presented to the President, and the
day on which his action was had upon it, were
both to be counted inclusive, then the tune a!; ow-

ed him, within which it would be competent for
him to return it to the House in which it origina-
ted with his objections, would expire on Thursday,
the twenty-fourt- h of February. Gen. Hamilton
on the same day returned an answer, in which he
states: "I give it as my opinion that you have
ten days exclusive of that on which the bill was
delivered to you, and Sundays; hence, in the pre-

sent case, if it is returned on Friday, it will be in
time." By this construction, which the Presi-

dent adopted, he gained another day, for delibera-
tion, and it was not until the twenty-fift- h of Feb-

ruary that he signed the bill; thus affording con-

clusive proof that he had at last obtained his own
consent to sign it not without great and almost
insuperable difficulty. Additional light has been
recently shed upon the serious doubts which he
had on the subject, amounting at one time to a

conviction that it was his duty to withhold his ap-

proval from the bill. This is found among the
manuscript papers of Mr. Madison, authorized to
be purchased for the use af the government by an
act of the last session of Congress, and now for

the first time accessible to the public. From these

papers, it appears that President Washington,
while h'-- j yet held the bank bill in his hands, actu-

ally requested Mr. Madison, at that time a mem-b- ei

of the House of Rf presenlative, to prepare the
draught of a veto message for him. Mr. Madison,

at his reauest. did prepare the draught of such a
message, and sent it to him on the twenty-firs- t of
February, 1791. A copy of this original draught,
in Mr. Madison's own handwriting, was carefully

preserved by him, and is among the papers lately

purchased by Congress. It is preceded by a note
written on the same sheet, which is also in Mr.
Madison's handwriting, and is as follows :

"February 21st, 1791. Copy of a paper made out
and sent to the President at his request, to be ready in
case his judgment should finally decide against the bill
for incorporating a national bank, the bill being then
before him."

Among the objections assigned in this paper to
the bill, and which were submitted for the consid
eration of the President, rre the following:

"I objectto the'bill, because it is an essential principle
ol the government that powe s not delegated by the con-

stitution cannot be rightfully xercised; (because the
power proposed by the bill to be exercised is not express-
ly delegated, and because 1 cannot satisfy myself t hat it

results fro n any express power by fair and safe rules of
interpretation."

The weight of the precedent of the bank of
1791, and the sanction of the great name of
Washington which has been'so often invoked
in its support, are greatly weakened by the
development of these facts. The experiment
oi that bank satisfied the country thai it ought
not to be continued, and at the end of twenty
years Congress refused to it. It
would have been fortunate for the country,
and saved thousands from bankruptcy and ruin,
had our public men of 1816 resisted the tem-

porary pressure of the times upon our finan-
cial and pecuniary interests, and refused to
charter the second bank. Of this the country
became abundantly satisfied, and at the close
of its twenty years' duration, as in the case of

the first bank, it also ceased to exist. Under
the repeated blows of President Jackson, it
reeled and fell, and a subsequent attempt to
charter a similar institution was arrested by
the veto of President Tyler.

Air Madison, iii vieldinz his signature to

the charier of 1816,'did so upon the ground of

silently from tbe States and tbe mass of the peo
ple, and by construction to approximate our gov
ernment to the European models, substituting an
aristocracy of weaHh for that of orders and titles.

W ithout reflecting upon the dissimilarity of our
nstitutions, and of the condition of our people and

those of Europe, they conceived ihe vain idea of
building up in the United States a system similar
to that which they admired abroad. Great Bri-

tain had a national bank of large capital, in whose
hands was concentrated the controlling monetary
and financial power of the nation; an institution
weilding almost kingly power, and exerting vast
influence upon ail Ihe operations of trade, and up-
on the policy of the government itself. Great Bri-

tain had an enormous public debt, and it had be-

come a part of her public policy to regard this as a
"public blessing." Great Britain had also a re-

strictive policy, which placed fetters and burdens
on trade, and trammelled the productive industry
of the mass of the nation. By her combined sys-

tem of policy, the landlords and other property
holders were protected and enriched by the enor-
mous taxes which were levied upon the labor of
the country for their advantage.

Imitating this foreign policy, the first step in es-

tablishing the new system in the United States
was the creation of a national bank. Not foresee-
ing the dangerous power and countless evils which
such an institution might entail on the country,
nor perceiving the connexion whieh it was design-
ed to form between the bank and the other branch-
es of tbe miscalled "American system," but feel- -
hifr the embarrassments of the treasury, and of
the business of the country, consequent upon the
war, some oi' our statesmen who held different and
sounder views were induced to 3'ield their scruples,
and, indeed, settled convictions of its unconstitu-
tionality, and to give it their sanction, as an expe-
dient which they vainly hoped might produce re-

lief. It was a most unfortunate error, as the sub-

sequent history and Una! catastrophe of that dan-

gerous and corrupt institution have abundantly
proved. The hank, with its numerous branches
ramified into States, soon brought many of the ac-

tive political and commercial men in different sec
tions of the country into the relation of debtors to
it, and dependants upon it for pecuniary favors;
thus diffusing throughout the mass of society a
great number of individuals of power and influ
ence to give tone to public opinion, and to act m
concert in cases of emergency. The corrupt pow-

er of such a political engine is no longer a matter
of speculation, having been displayed in numer-
ous instances, but most signally in the political
struggles of 1832-'3-- '4, in opposition to the public
will represented by a fearless and patriotic Presi-
dent

But the bank was but one branch of the new
system. A public debt of more than one hundred
and twenty millions of dollars existed; and it is not
to be disguised that many of the authors of the
new system did not regard its speedy paj-men-t as
essential to the public prosperity, but looked upon
its continuance as no national evil. W hilst the
debt existed, it furnished aliment to tbe national
bank, and rendered increased taxation necessary
to the amount of the interest, exceeding seven mil-

lions of dollars annually.
This opeiated in harmony with the next branch

of the new system, which was a high protective
tariff! This was to afford bounties to favored class
es and particular pursuits, at the expense of all oth
ers. A proposition to tax the whole people for the
purpose of enriching a few, was too monstrous to
be openly made, x he scheme was, therefore veil
ed under the plausible but delusive pretext of a
measure to protect "home industry;" and many of
our people were, for a time, led to believe that a
tax which m the mam fell upon labor, was for the
benefit of the laborer who pa;d it. This branch of
the system involved a partnership between the gov-

ernment and the favored classes the former re-

ceiving the proceeds of the tax imposed on articles
imported, and the latter the increased price of simi-

lar articles produced at home, caustd by such tax.
It is obvious that the portion to be received by the
favored classes would, as a general rule, be increa-
sed in proportion to the increase of the rates of tax
imposed, and diminished as those rates were re-

duced to the revenue standard required by the
wants of the government. The rates required to
produce a sufficient revenue for the ordinary ex-

penditures of government, for necessary purposes,
were not likely to give to the private partners in
this scheme profits sufficient to satisfy their cupidi- -
ty; and hence a variety ot expedients and pretexts
were resorted to for the purpose of enlarging the
expenditures, and thereby creating a necessity for
keeping up a high protective tanft. Ihe eliectot
this policy was to interpose artificial restrictions up
on the natural course of the business and trade of
the country, and to advance the interests of large
capitalists and monopolists, at the expense of the
great mass of the people, who were taxed to in-

crease their wealth.
Another branch of this system was a compre-

hensive scheme of internal improvements, capable
of indefinite enlargement, and sufficient to swallowr
up as many millions annually as could be exacted
from the foreign commerce of the country. This
was a convenient and necessary adjunct of the
protective tariff. It was to be the great absorbent
of any surplus which might at any time accumu-
late in the treasury, and of the taxes levied on the
people, not for necessary revenue purposes, but for
the avowed object of affording protection to the fa
vored classes

Auxiliary to the same end, if it was not an es-

sential part of the system itself, was the scheme
which, at a later period, obtained, for distributing
the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among
the States. Other expedients were devised to take
money out of the treasury, and prevent its coming
in from any other source than the protective tariff.
The authors and supporters of this system were
the advocates of the largest expenditures, whether
for necessary or useful purposes or not, because the
larger the expenditures the greater was the pre-

text for high taxes in the form of protective duties.
These several measures were sustained by pop-

ular names and plausible arguments, by which
thousands were deluded. The bank was represent-
ed to be an indispensable fiscal agent for the gov-
ernment; was to equalize exchanges, and to reg-
ulate and furnish a sound currency, always and
everywhere of uniform value. The protective ti-ri- ff

was to give employment to "American labor,"
at advanced prices; was to protect "home indus-
try," and furnish a steady market for the farmer.
Internal Improvements were to bring trade into
everv neighborhood and enhance the value of every
man's property. The distribution of the land mo-

ney was to enrich the States, finish their public

works, plant schools throughout their borders, and
relieve them from taxation. Cut the tact, mat tor

every dollar taken out of the treasury for these

objects a much larger sum was transferred from

th pockets of the people to the favored classes,

was carefully concealed, as was also the tendency

if not the ultimate design of the system to build up

an aristocracy of wealth, to control the masses of

society, and monopolize the political power of the
couutry.

The several branches of this system were so in-

timately blended together, that in their operation
each sustained and strengthened the others. Their
joint operation was, to add new burdens of ta ca.
tion and to encourage a largely increased and waste-

ful expenditure of public money. It was the inte-

rest of the bank that the revenue collected and
the disbursements made by the goyernmentshould
be large, because, being the depository of the pub-

lic money, the larger the amount, the greater

merce; of general pecuniary suffering, and of
final bankruptcy of thousands. Alter a severe
struggle of more than a quarter of a century,
the system was overthrown.

The bank has been succeeded by a practical
system of finance, conducted and controlled
solely by the government. The constitution-
al currency has been restored; the public cre-
dit maintained unimpaired, even in a period
of fort-ig- war ; and the whole country has
become satisfied that banks, national or state,
are not necessary as fiscal agents of the gov-

ernment. Revenue duties have taken the
place of the protective tariff. The distribu-
tion of the money derived from the sale of the
pe.blic lands has been abandoned, and the cor-

rupting systemof internal improvements, it is
hoped, has been effectually checked.

It is not doubted, that if this whole train of
measures designed to take wealth trom tne
many, and bestow it upon the few, were to
prevail, the effect would be to change the en- -
tiro character of the government. One only
danger remains. It is the seductions of that
branch of the system, which consists in inter-
nal improvements, holding out as it does, in
ducements to the people of particular sections
and localities to embark the government in
ihem without stopping to calculate the inevit-
able consequences. This branch of the sys
tem is so intimately combined and linked with
the others, that as surely as an effect is pro-

duced by an adequate cause, if it be vesuscita- -

ted and revived, and nrmly established, U re

quires no sagacity to foresee that it will ne-

cessarily and speedily draw after it the re-e-

tablishment ot a national bank, the revival ot
a protective tariff, the distribution of tbe land
money, and not only the postponement to the
distant future of the payment, of the present
national debt, but its annual increase.

I entertain the solemnconviction, tbatif the
internal improvement branch of the Ameri-
can system" be not firmly resisted at this time,
the whole series of measures composing it
will be speedily and the coun-
try be thrown back from its present high state
of prosperity, which the existing policy has
produced, and be destined again to witness
all the evils, commercial revulsions, deprer-sio- n

of prices, and pecuniary embarrassments,
throughout which we have passed during the
last twenty-fiv- e years.

To guard against consequences so ruinous,
is an object of high national importance, in-

volving in my judgment tbe continued pros-
perity of the country.

I have felt it to be an imperative obligation
to withhold my constitutional sanction from
two bills which had passed the two houses of
Congress, involving the principle of the in-

ternal improvement branch of the " American
system, and conllicting in their provisions
with the views here expressed.

This power confered upon the President by
the constitution, 1 have on three occasions,
during my administration of the executive de
partment ol the government, deemed it my
duty to exercise; and on this last occasion of
making to Congress an annual communica
tion "of the state of the Union," it is not
deemed inappropriate to review the principles
an : considerations which have governed my
action. I deem this the more necessary, be
cause, after the lapse of nearly six years since
the adoption of the constitution, the propriety
of the exercises of this undoubted constitu
tional power by the President has for the first
timj been drawn seriously in question by a
portion of my fellow-citizen- s.

H The constitution provides that "every bill
which shall have passed the House of Repre
sentatives and the Senate shall, before it be
come a law, be presented to the President of
the United States : if he approve, he shall
sign it, but if not, he shall return it with his
objections, to that house in which it shall have
originated, who shall enter the objections at
large on their journal and proceed to reconsid-
er it."

The preservation of the constitution from
infraction is the President's highest duty.
He is bound to discharge that duty, at what
ever hazard of incurring: the displeasure of
those who may differ with him in opinion.
He is bound to discharge it, as well byhisob
ligations to the people who have clothed him
with his exalted trust, as by his oath of office,
which bp. mav not disregard. JNor are tne
obligations of the President in any degree les

sened by the prevalence of views different

from his own in one or both hoies of Con-

gress. It is not alone hasty and inconsiderate
fegislation that he is required to check ; but if

atany time Congress shall, after apparently
full deliberation, resolve on measures which
he deems subversive of the constitution, or of

the vital interests of the country, it is his sol-

emn duty to stand in the breach and resist
them. The President is bound to approve, or
disapprove, every bill which passes Congress
and is presented to him for his signature. The
constitution makes this his duty, and he can-

not escape it if he would. He has no election.
I u deciding upon any oiu presented to mm,
he must exercise his own best judgment If
he cannot approve, the constitution commands
him to return the bill to the House in vhich
it originated, with his objections ; and if he
fail to do this within ten days, (Sundays ex-

cepted,) it shall become a law without his sig-

nature. Right or wrong, he may be overruled
by a vote of two-third- s of each House ; and,
in that event, the bill becomes a law without
his sanction. If his objections be not thus

the subject is only postponed, and is
referred to the States and the people for their
consideration and decision. The President's
power is negative merely, and not affirmative
He can enact no law. The only effect, there-

fore, of his withholding his approval of a bill
passed by Congress, is to suffer the existing
laws to remain unchanged, and the delay oc-

casioned is only that required to enable the
States and the people to consider and act Upon

the subject in the election of public agents
who will carry out their wishes and instruc-
tions. Any attempt to coerce the President to
yield his sanction to measures which he can-

not approve, would be a violation of the spirit
of the constitution, palpable and flagrant; and
if successful, would break down the indepen-
dence of the executive department, and make
the President, elected by the people aiid clo


